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Spring  would  hardly  seem  like  spring  without  a  hatch  of  letters  from  Jiouse— - 
wives  about  that  troublesome  insect  the  clothes  moth.    And  this! spring  thejilathe s 
Both  is  getting  more  attention  than  ever  because  the  war  had  ™a^j»rnpi 
able.    Housewives  know  that  wool  clothes,  blankets  and  other  wool  articles  are  too 
precious  now  to  make  a  meal  for  moths.    So  they,  want  the  latest  information  on 
taring  for  them. 

Two  good  answers  to  most  of  the  wool~and~moth  questions  this  week  are  two  free 
publications  from  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C.    One  of 
these  is  a  new  folder  called  "Take  Care  of  the  Wool  You  Have."  This  gives  you  the 
simple  rules  for  looking  after  wool  fabric,  including  protecting  wool  against  moths, 
The  other  publication  is  a  leaflet  called  simply  "Clothes  Moths",  which  gives  you 
all  the  details  of  successful  warfare  against  the  moth, , .tells  you  the  life  and 
habits  of  this  destructive  insect... and  also  tells  you  how  to  deal  with  it. 

A  postcard  addressed  to  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C. 
will  bring  you  either  or  both  of  these  free  publications.    Ask  for  the  folder: 
"Take  Care  of  The  Wool  You  Have",  or  the  leaflet:   "Clothes  Moths."    As  long  as  the 
free  supply  lasts,  you  are  welcome  to  a  copy. 

How  perhaps  you  would  like  to  hear  the  5  simple  rules  for  good  care  of  wool, 
*3  ^  new  folder  gives  them.    The  folder  explains:     "When  you  take  good  care  of 
wool  things,  you  benefit  in  3  ways.    The  wool  keeps  it  fresh,  fluffy  look.  It 


holds  its  friendly  warmth.  And  it  gives  longer  wear  in  general."  So  the  rules  for 
its  care  are: 

First:    Keep  it  clean.    When  wool  gathers  much  soil,  it's  harder  to  "bring  "back 
that  spick-and-span  look.    Perspiration  weakens  wool.    Grit  cuts  it.     Spots  are 
moth  bait.    (Moths  prefer  soiled  wool  to  clean  wool. ..go  first  for  grease  spots  and 
other  spots,) 

Second  rule:     Give  wo o 1  the  air.    A  gentle  airing  blows  stale  odors  away  and 
lifts  matted  nap.     Sun  baths  rout  moths  from  wool,  but  take  care  lest  colors  fade. 

Third  rule:     Mend  wool  in  time.    Tiny  holes  deserve  careful  mending  and  are 
easier  to  Lido  than  big  holes.    And  a  thin  place  reinforced  may  never  break  through. 

-Fourth  rule:    Don' t  shock  wool ,    Wool  can't  stand  sharp  temperature  changes, 
A  plunge  into  hot  water  shrinks  the  fibers,  mats  thorn.    Drying  in  cold  blasts  of 
air,  or  by  a  hot  stove  shrinks  and  hardens  the  fabric.    Once  the  comforting  soft*- 
ness  is  gone,  it's  gone. 

Fifth  rule:    Protect  wool  from  pests.    There  are  likely  to  be  some  cloths 
moths  or  carpet  beetles  in  almost  any  home,  at  any  time  of  year.    Keep  them  down.., 
and  out. 

There  are  the  5  simple  ways  to  save  wool.    Just  keep  it  qlean, , .well— aired, . • 
mended... and  protected  from  too  much  heat  or  cold... and  from  moths  and  carpet 
beetles. 

By  the  way,  wool  isn't  the  only  food  moths  enjoy.    They  also  have  an  appetite 
for  fur,  hair,  and  feathers.    The  letter  says:     "I  have  a  nice  fur  coat,  new  this 
year.    Can  I  keep  it  safely  in  a  mothproof  garment  bag?" 

Entomologists  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  answer  that  you  can  probably 
store  your  coat  safely  in  a  tightly  sealed  garment  bag  of  heavy  paper,  if  you  make 
sure  no  eggs  or  moth  worms  are  in  the  fur  when  the  coat  goes  into  the  bag.  But 
that  is  difficult.     It  means  brushing,  combing  and  airing  the  fur  thoroughly — yes, 


combing,  because  a  comb  usually  roaches  embedded  moths  better  than  b.  brush.  But 
even  with  brushing,  combing,  airing  and  sunning,  it  is  hard  to  make  sure  no  moths 
are  in  the  fur.     It  really  takes  an  experienced  fur  handler  to  do  it.    And  once 
you  get  the  coat  into  the  bag,  then  you  have  to  make  sure  of  sealing  every  opening 
in  the  bag  no  matter  how  tiny. sealing  along  the  edges,  and  bottom,  and  around 
the  hole  where  the  hanger  comes  through.    Scotch  tape  or  gummed  paper  makes  the 
perfect  seal. 

On  the  whole,  it's  bettor,  and  costs  little  if  any  more,  to  sent  your  good 
fur  coat  to  a  reliable  storage  place.     Such  companies  have  facilities  for  cleaning 
fur  and  keeping  it  in  cold  storage  or  fumigated  storage .. .and  either  kind  is  ex- 
cellent for  protecting  furs,  wool  clothing,  rugs,  blankets  and  other  fabrics  that 
moths  may  damage. 

Last  question:     "Do  moths  eat  any  kind  of  rayon?" 

Answer:     No,  moths  do  not  eat  any  kind  of  rayon,  cotton,  linen  or  other 
fabrics  made  of  vegetable  fibers.    But  moths  will  eat  the  wool  threads  from  cloth 
that  is  a  mixture  of  rayon  and  wool,  and  in  doing  so,  may  cut  some  of  the  rayon 
fibers,  just  as  they  will  eat  a  few  small  holes  in  cotton  pillow  covers  if  the 
feathers  inside  become  badly  infested. 

That's  the  batch  of  moth  questions  and  answers  for  today.    Listen  for  more 
questions  next  luesday. 
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yives  about  that  troublesome  insect  the  clothes  moth.    And  thi|s  spring  the  clothes 
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moth  is  getting  more  attention  than  ever  because  the  war  had  mficre ' wool  more  valu^, 
able.    Housewives  know  that  wool  clothes,  blankets  and  other  wool  articles  are  too 
precious  now  to  make  a  meal  for  moths.    So  thejr  want  the  latest  information  on 
caring  for  them. 

Two  good  answers  to  most  of  the  wool-and-moth  questions  this  week  are  two  free 
publications  from  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C.    One  of 
these  is  a  new  folder  called  "Take  Care  of  the  Wool  You  Have."  This  gives  you  the 
simple  rules  for  looking  after  wool  fabric,  including  protecting  wool  against  moths 
The  other  publication  is  a  leaflet  called  simply  "Clothes  Moths",  which  gives  you 
all  the  details  of  successful  warfare  against  the  moth.-,  .tells  you  the  life  and 
habits  of  this  destructive  insect... and  also  tells  you  how  to  deal  with  it. 

A  postcard  addressed  to  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C. 
will  bring  you  either  or  both  of  those  free  publications.    Ask  for  the  folder; 
"Take  Care  of  The  Wool  You  Have",  or  the  leaflet:   "Clothes  Moths."    As  long  as  the 
free  supply  lasts,  you  are  welcome  to  a  copy. 

How  perhaps  you  would  like  to  hear  the  5  simple  rules  for  good  care  of  wool, 
the.  new  folder  gives  them.    The  folder  explains;     "When  you  take  good  care  of 
wool  things,  you  benefit  in  3  ways.    The  wool  keeps  it  fresh,  fluffy  look.  It 


holds  its  friendly  warmth.    And  it  gives  longer  wear  in  general."    So  the  rules  for 
its  care  are: 

First:     Keep  it  clean.    When  wool  gathers  much  soil,  it's  harder  to  bring  hack 
that  spick-and-span  look.    Perspiration  weakens  wool.    Grit  cuts  it.     Spots  are 
moth  "bait.     (Moths  prefer  soiled  wool  to  clean  wool*. .go  first  for  grease  spots  and 
other  spots.) 

Second  rule:     Give  wool  the  air .    A  gentle  airing  blows  stale  odors  away  and 
lifts  matted  nap.     Sun  baths  rout  moths  from  wool,  but  take  care  lest  colors  fade. 

Third  rule:     Mend  wool  in  time .    Tiny  holes  deserve  careful  mending  and  are 
easier  to  hide  than  big  holes.    And  a  thin  place  reinforced  may  never  break  through. 

Fourth  rule:    Don' t  shock  wool.    Wool  can't  stand  sharp  temperature  changes. 
A  plunge  into  hot  water  shrinks  the  fibers,  mats  them.    Drying  in  cold  blasts  of 
air,  or  by  a  hot  stove  shrinks  and  hardens  the  fabric.    Once  the  comforting  soft** 
ness  is  gone,  it's  gone. 

Fifth  rule:     Protect  wool  from  pests.    There  are  likely  to  be  some  cloths 
moths  or  carpet  beetles  in  almost  any  home,  at  any  time  of  year.    Keep  them  down... 
and  out. 

There  are  the  5  simple  ways  to  save  wool.    Just  keep  it  clean, . .well— ai red. . , 
mended... and  protected  from  too  much  heat  or  cold... and  from  moths  and  carpet 
beetles. 

By  the  way,  wool  isn't  the  only  food  moths  enjoy.    They  also  have  an  appetite 
for  fur,  hair,  and  feathers.    The  letter  says:     "I  have  a  nice  fur  coat,  new  this 
year.    Can  I  keep  it  safely  in  a  mothproof  garment  bag?" 

Entomologists  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  answer  that  you  can  probably 
store  your  coat  safely  in  a  tightly  sealed  garment  bag  of  heavy  paper,  if  you  make 
sure  no  eggs  or  moth  worms  arc  in  the  fur  when  the  coat  goes  into  the  bag.  But 
that  is  difficult.     It  means  brushing,  combing  and  airing  the  fur  thoroughly — yes^ 


combing,  because  a  comb  usually  reaches  embedded  moths  better  than  a  "brush.  But 
even  with  brushing,  combing,  airing  and  sunning,  it  is  hard  to  make  sure  no  moths 
are  in  the  fur.     It  really  takes  an  experienced  fur  handler  to  do  it.    And  once 
you  get  the  coat  into  the  bag,  then  you  have  to  make  sure  of  sealing  every  opening 
in  the  bag  no  matter  how  tiny. sealing  along  the  edges,  and  bottom,  and  around 
the  hole  where  the  hanger  comes  through.    Scotch  tape  or .gummed  paper  makes  the 
perfect  seal. 

On  the  whole,  it's  better,  and  costs  little  if  any  mors,  to  sent  3^our  good 
fur  coat  to  a  reliable  storage  place.     Such  companies  have  facilities  for  cleaning 
fur  and  keeping  it  in  cold  storage  or  fumigated  storage .. .and  either  kind  is  ex- 
cellent for  protecting  furs,  wool  clothing,  rugs,  blankets  and  other  fabrics  that 
moths  may  damage. 

Last  question:     "Do  moths  eat  any  kind  of  rayon?" 

Answer:     No,  moths  do  not  eat  any  kind  of  rayon,  cotton,  linen  or  other 
fabrics  made  of  vegetable  fibers.    But  moths  will  eat  the  wool  threads  from  cloth 
that  is  a  mixture  of  rayon  and  wool,  and  in  doing  so,  may  cut  some  of  the  rayon 
fibers,  just  as  they  will  eat  a  few  small  holes  in  cotton  pillow  covers  if  the 
feathers  inside  become  badly  infested. 

That's  the  batch  of  moth  questions  and  answers  for  today.    Listen  for  more 
questions  next  Tuesday. 
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